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added. "The Great Lady and I will hold ourselves responsible
If Hibiscus comes to me, I will let her wait upon me and treat
her kindly/'
The Lady of the Vase called the nurse and the two maids
and bade them kotow to the two ladies. The Moon Lady began
to cry again.
Tower of Jade, Golden Lotus, and Beauty of the Snow theft***
came to visit the Lady of the Vase and she said a few kind
words to each of them. Then all but the Moon Lady went
away. "Mother," the Lady of the Vase said to her softly, "if
you bear a child, Mother, look carefully after him. Bring him
up that he may continue the family after you. Do not be care-
less as I was, so that you suffer from the evil plottings of
others."
"I understand. Sister," the Moon Lady said. These words
made a great impression upon her, and, when Hsi-men Ch'ing
was dead, the remembrance of them was the reason why
Golden Lotus was no longer allowed to live in the family.
While they were still talking, Ch'in T'ung came and said
they must burn incense. Priest P'an had come. The Moon
Lady told the maids to clean the room, make tea, get pure
water, and burn some precious incense. She and the other
women went to the inner room to listen to what the priest
should say. Hsi-men Ch'ing brought him in.
The priest came in by the corner door, past the screen.
Before he entered the room where the Lady of the Vase was,
he went backward two steps before the stairs. Then he mur-
mured something; the servants raised the lattice, and he went
in. He sat down beside the sick woman's bed. It seemed as if
all his strength was concentrated in his two eyes; it was a sign
that he was summoning all the power of spiritual vision at his
command. He held a sword in his hand and his fingers were
bent in a definite and peculiar position. He murmured again
and it seemed as though his eyes saw through everything.
Then he went to the other room and set out the table for
incense. Hsi-m6n Ch'ing burned some incense and the priest
set fire to a charm. Then he cried:
"Come quickly, all ye spirits that serve!"
He cast round him a mouthful of water. Immediately there
seemed to be a whirlwind of furious intensity outside the room,

